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The year 2014 was a year 
of celebration. The Jewish 
Council on Urban Affairs 
turned 50!

We celebrated the vision of 
our founders, the strength of 
our history and the enduring 
power of our values. 

We also celebrated a new 
vision for JCUA, one that 
engages thousands of 
Jews across metropolitan 
Chicago. We called out to all 
of you who see the racial and 
economic injustice in our city 
to become members and join 
us in the fight against that 

injustice. And many of you 
did. 

In 2014 hundreds of 
members joined JCUA—
some to support our work 
and some to help us do 
the work. Members came 
together to listen to and talk 
with community partners, 
to identify issues and to 
implement campaigns. 

Members worked on the 
North Side to combat wage 
theft and on the South Side 
for a trauma center to serve 
victims of violence. It was a 
great start. 

If you aren’t a member yet, 
join us now. It will take all 
of us working together to 
succeed in our mission. 
We need to cut the roots 
of violence in Chicago’s 
neighborhoods, address 
the inadequacy of the city’s 
housing, and put an end to 
inequities endured by all 
those who suffer racial or 
economic injustice. 

The challenges are great, 
but as we look forward to 
the next 50 years of JCUA we 
know that, working together, 
we can make Chicago a more 
just city.

Peggy Slater 
JCUA Board President

Judy Levey 
JCUA Executive Director

                                           A Year of Celebration and Vision

   Putting the Pieces in Place For Impact

On the heels of a hugely 
successful jubilee 50th 
anniversary celebration in 
2014, we know we stand 
on the shoulders of many 
social justice heroes.  Their 
profound engagement and 
sustained efforts addressing 
inequality and indifference 
for more than five decades 
is a source of ongoing 
inspiration to us.

As I reflect on the year behind 
us, I see that we are putting 
in place the pieces necessary 
to pivot our focus to engaging 
a broader and deeper Jewish 
voice for social justice work, 
with participation of people 
across Chicagoland area who 
share our values.  

Often, these are members of 
the Jewish community who 
want to see a city that treats 
people fairly, that tolerates 
less disparity, and that offers 
opportunity and hope to 
those who face poverty and 
discrimination.  Sometimes, 
these are members of other 
communities who want to 
partner and collaborate with 
JCUA because they think 
highly of our reputation for 
integrity and impact.  

From our base building 
efforts on worker justice and 
access to health care, from 
Or Tzedek, to Community 
Ventures (providing no-
interest loans to spur 
community development), 

to building bridges with 
Muslim and African-
American communities, 
to the expansion of JCUA 
membership, we are 
mobilizing the progressive 
Jewish community of 
Chicago to work on positive 
social change.

In 2014, we strengthened our 
financial stability, increased 
our staff capacity, and refined 
our programmatic focus.  As 
a result, our organizational 
infrastructure is healthy 
and vibrant as we face the 
important work ahead.

WELCOME
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HIGHLIGHTS

A little less than a year ago, JCUA embarked on a new initiative 
of developing a membership program. Membership in JCUA 
costs nothing because it is about investing your passion, desire 
and time for a more just and equitable Chicago. It is about 
standing up and saying like the great individuals throughout 
Jewish history, “hineni – here I am,” and I am ready to do my 
part in the work of social justice. Since February, nearly 300 
hundred people all over Chicagoland have stood up and said 
they wanted to be involved and take the next step. A major step 
occurred this past Monday night as we held our first member 
meeting.

While the storm raged outside nearly 40 people gathered at the 
Spertus Institute to further their commitment to combatting 
poverty and racism in Chicago. The meeting began with a wel-
come by Judy Levey, executive director of JCUA, who discussed 
the importance of building a Chicago based Jewish movement 
for social justice together.

Long-time lay leader Kalman Resnick introduced the work of 
immigration reform, Danny Kaplan, community organizer, and 
Ben Greenberg, director of programs, presented on JCUA’s 

involvement in gun violence prevention and economic justice 
along with bridge building programs like the Jewish-Muslim 
Community Building Initiative (JMCBI). Key activities during the 
past six months were highlighted such as our involvement in 
the actions to bring a trauma center to the south side, partici-
pation in the Mayor’s task force on the new City of Chicago gun 
shop ordinance, the upcoming 9th annual Iftar in the Syna-
gogue and our active participation in the coalition of A Better 
Illinois to change the state income tax structure in Illinois.

Following the presentation on where we have been, Danny and 
Ben introduced JCUA’s organizing model, which is the founda-
tion for all the issue based campaign work that JCUA becomes 
involved in. A lively conversation followed where participants 
offered feedback for further growth and engagement.

Topics such as criminalization and race, economic inequality 
being the root cause of almost all issues, environmentalism 
and the need to continue actively building a base within the 
Jewish community were at the top of the agenda of many of 
the people present.

FURTHERING THE MOMENTUM: FIRST JCUA MEMBER MEETING

These highlights are a snapshot of 
JCUA’s work in 2014. 

To learn more about our 
programming, campaigns, 

membership, events and more,  
please visit our blog:

http://jcuanews.wordpress.com



5

HIGHLIGHTS

By Leah Greenblum
JCUA Member 

Most of us who live in Chicago are vastly 
aware of the city’s segregation. For me 
and many of my white friends, our 
interactions with the city’s south side are 
limited to visiting a select few locations. 
It may be eating the best pasties with a 
good friend, people-watching the stu-
dents at University of Chicago, or check-
ing out a mural or 20 in Pilsen. But while 
we’re enjoying what this area of the city 
has to offer, sometimes we forget that 
many of the residents of the South Side 
are still very much victims of structural 
discrimination that deeply affects their 
lives.

What does structural discrimination look 
like in Chicago? One manifestation is the  
lack of trauma center on the south side. 
While eight trauma centers are distrib-
uted throughout the Chicago area, none 
are located in south side neighborhoods. 
There are countless stories of women 
and men dying from treatable gunshots 
in inordinately long ambulance rides to 
distant trauma centers.

This maldistribution of resources is an an 
amalgamation of many inequalities at 
once. We all know that Chicago has some 
high violent crime. In particular we know 
that this crime is often concentrated in 

pockets of neighborhoods blighted by 
high levels of poverty, such as Engle-
wood, Chatham, Washington Park, and 
Fuller Park. We also know that gunshot 
victims (many of whom are not associat-
ed with gangs, but are innocent bystand-
ers) and others who incur events caus-
ing trauma (Who hasn’t had a bicycle 
accident?) are often in unstable physical 
condition so much so that time—we’re 
talking minutes and seconds—can be the 
difference in life and death.

So it makes sense that, considering 
Chicago’s crime rates—specifically the 
number of gunshot wounds—on the 
South Side, there would be at least one 
trauma center that would be equipped to 
handle patients efficiently and decrease 
gunshot victim deaths. Sadly, this is not 
currently the case.

It’s clear that the University of Chicago 
Medical Center—which in 2012 made 
$156 million in profit—could choose to 
build one in Hyde Park.

Community groups have identified a 
trauma center at the University as a 
potential solution to what research-
ers call the “trauma desert.” Instead of 
working with the community to solve this 
issue, the university has chosen to ignore 
research, proposals, and attempts for 
engagement by residents and their allies. 

The University of Chicago’s resistance 
to being a part of a solution contributes 
to a systemic pattern of discrimination 
against people on the South Side.

The university chooses not to prioritize 
trauma care for the surrounding com-
munity based on low levels of health 
insurance coverage and high levels of 
poverty. This, in turn, leads to deaths, 
which continue to perpetuate weakened 
communities and poverty. To be clear: A 
trauma center is not the only answer, but 
it is definitely a piece of a solution.

As people of different faiths come togeth-
er a new trauma center, Jewish clergy 
from across Chicago will sing prayers 
and blow the shofar. Sign up to attend 
this action, and pray with us for an end 
to structural discrimination so all people 
can be healed.

During Rosh Hashanah Jews pray for life, 
health, and prosperity, and of course eat 
apples and honey. As a self-identified 
secular Jew, I will not be attending 
synagogue this year during the high holi-
days– or probably at all. (I may, in fact, 
celebrate by making kugel potstickers, 
but that’s another story.)

Although I’ll be working instead of pray-
ing or atoning in public, I will still be 
reflecting on the question of “how to be 
inscribed in the Book of Life.” For me, 
attending this event and partaking in an 
action that draws attention to structural 
inequalities that take place in the city I 
call home, is the kind of self-reflection 
that resonates most with me. I hope you 
all can join me as well (because I’ll really 
need some help in drowning out my 
tunes).

We mustn’t stop at the New Year. Indeed, 
everyone deserves to live years of full, 
sweet life.

Leah Greenblum is a JCUA Member. To get 
involved with JCUA’s organizing work, sign 
up to be a member. The program is free, 
and connects people to organize as a Jew-
ish voice for social justice.

PRAYING WITH YOUR FEET: ROSH HASHANAH AND HEALTHCARE JUSTICE
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HIGHLIGHTS

The Crown Hall at Spertus was filled over capacity as more 
than 350 friends, supporters, community leaders and former 
JCUA staffers turned out to celebrate. At this gala dinner mark-
ing JCUA’s 50th Anniversary, the crowd was there to honor 
Rabbi Robert J. Marx, founder of JCUA.

Among the dignitaries sending their congratulations was Gov. 
Pat Quinn who called JCUA an “incredible asset not only to the 
Illinois’ Jewish community, but to our state as a whole.” Mayor 

Rahm Emanuel wrote that Rabbi Marx’s vision “continues to 
reach across religious, ethnic, and cultural backgrounds.”

Great thanks to all who attended and to all whose support 
made the evening an extraordinary success. Special thanks, 
as well, to the members of Congregation Hakafa (where Rabbi 
Marx served as spiritual leader for many years) for underwriting 
the milestone event.

In his closing benediction, Dr. Rami Nashashibi, Executive Director of 
the Inner-City Muslim Action Network, draws a smile from his friend 
and mentor, Rabbi Robert Marx, as (from left) Nikki Stein and Bud 
Lifton (event Co-chairs) and Rabbi Bruce Elder look on (photos by Marc 
Harris).

From the speakers...

[I learned from Rabbi Marx that] if you’re waiting for the haves 
to decide to share with the have-nots, you’re going to wait a 
very long time.

- Nikki Stein, Event Co-Chair

On the foundation that Rabbi Marx built so well, a new force is 
rising. We ask you to join us in the work that he set in motion.

- Peggy Slater, JCUA President

JCUA’s work now and in the future will be bolstered by the 
growing collective power of like-minded people who yearn to 
see others treated fairly.

- Judy Levey, JCUA Executive Director

Other speakers included (from left) Rabbi 
Bruce Elder, Immediate Past President of 
JCUA; Rachel Patterson and Andrew Schapiro, 
emcees; and Bud Lifton, Event Co-chair.
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Community Champions

Anonymous
Anonymous

Kay Berkson and Sidney Hollander
Irving Harris Foundation

Landau Family Foundation
Robert B. Lifton and Carol Rosofsky

Charlotte Lindon
Albert & Anne Mansfield Foundation

Polk Bros. Foundation
Rothman Family Foundation

Peggy and Paul Slater

Social Justice Leaders

Edward Chez and Camille DeFrank
Charles and Jill Gross

Jewish Funders Network
Elliot and Frances Lehman

Walter S. Mander Foundation
Jon and Lois Mills

Judson and Linda Miner
Sylvia Neil and Daniel Fischel
Michael and Sandra Perlow

Annette Turow
Wieboldt Foundation

Sue and Bob Wieseneck

WE THANK EACH AND EVERY DONOR WHO SUPPORTED JCUA IN 2014.

Michael Alter and Ellen Sachs
Peter and Lucy Ascoli

Susan Bandes
Roger and Julie Baskes

Sheldon Baskin and Judy Wise
Robert and Sheila Berner Jr.

Beth Shalom B’Nai Zaken Ethiopian Hebrew 
Congregation

Jack and Barbara Bierig
Sonia and *Ted Bloch (deceased)

Barbara Bluhm-Kaul
Marcia Bogolub and Phil Kaplan

Zac and Linda Braun
Ralph and Rona Brown

Lester Crown
Rabbi Bruce and Rona Elder

Exelon Corporation
Sharon Feigon and Steven Bialer

Joseph and Bessie Feinberg Foundation
Elizabeth Kohl Feinerman and Gary 

Feinerman
Elaine Fishman

Daniel and Kathleen Fowley
Jay and Phylis Frankel

Daniel Freedman and Carol Been
Nancy Freeman and Joe Partipilo

Suzanne and *Jeffrey Fried (deceased)
Gerald and Elaine Friedman

Abel and Judy Friedman
Seymour and Susie Frolichstein

Franklin and Sandra Gelber

General Iron Industries Charitable Foundation
Dr. Melvin and Patricia Gerbie

Howard and Jacqueline Gilbert
Robert and Cheryl Gilhooley

Leo and Linda Gordon
Harry and Jean Gottlieb
David and Lizzie Graham

Ms. Janice Halpern
Peter and Alice Hanig

James and Barbara Hanig
Jay and Marietta Hesdorffer

Jay and Judy Heyman
Penny Hirsch and Maurice Ehrlich

Horwood Marcus & Berk Chartered
Hughes Socol Piers Resnick & Dym

Immigration Attorneys LLP
Anne Kaplan

Stephen and Gerry Keen
Kellogg Foundation

Peter Kupferberg
Ariela Lazar

Howard Learner and Lauren Rosenthal
Paul Lehman and Ronna Stamm

John and Libby Lewis
Benetta Mansfield and Kalman Resnick

Rabbi Robert and Ruth Marx
Beatrice Cummings Mayer
David and Janet Midgley

Rabbi Rachel Mikva and Mark Rosenberg
Janet Morgan and Mel Birge
Roberta and Herbert Nechin

Ted and Susan Oppenheimer
Joan Polacheck and Jonah Orlofsky

Doug and Anne Petersen
Don and Martha Pollak

Rabbi Fred and Lauren Reeves
Bradley Reiff and Caryn Summer

Richard and Judith Rhodes
Robert and Ellen Rosen
Lou and Lya Rosenblum

Mike Rosenthal and Annice Moses
Harriet and Stan Rosenthal

Judith and Robert Rothschild
Roberta Rubin and Bill McGrane
Lowell Sachnoff and Fay Clayton

Esther Saks
Bettylu and Paul Saltzman
Harold and Deloris Sanders

Andrew Schapiro and Tamar Newberger
Schnitzer  Family Foundation
George and Dawn Schumann

Bev Shurman Lavitt
Israel Savitzky and Randi Starr Savitzky

Nikki and Frederic Stein
Bob and Janet Stillman
Glen and Trish Tullman

Scott Turow
David and Linda Weinstein
Patty and John Wineman

Bill and Peggy Wise
Jeff and Deb Zaluda

Bridge Builders

DONORS
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Scott Bakal and Beth Solomon
Stuart and Doris Bernstein

Beth Emet the Free Synagogue
Richard and Gene Bindler
Todd and Debbie Budnik

Jeffrey and Rebecca Cohen
Congregation Solel

Denise and Scott Davis
Dr. Richard and Roberta Feldman

Dr. Lee Francis and Dr. Michelle Gittler
Rabbi Capers and Mary Funnye

Sandra and Frank Gelber
Allen and Evi Goldberg

Alan and Linda Goldberg
Paula Gorlitz and Steven Zuckerman

Mary and Richard Gray
Elizabeth and Howard Helsinger

Gayle Inbinder
Dr. David and Carol Ingall

Joyce and Roger Isaacs
David and Gerri Kahnweiler

Arnold and Carol Kanter
Robert Kaplan and Dara Altshuler

Dan and Gloria Kearney
Robert and Rachel Keen

Carrie Krischer
Leo J. & Roslyn L. Krupp Family Foundation

Dr. Howard and Pam Lipton
Rabbi Andrea and Danny London

Daniel Merrick
Jacob Morowitz
Kathleen Murtha
Laurie Reinstein

Joe Reinstein and Hannah Higgins

Ned and Marsha Robertson
Jeff and Sherri Rosenberg

Rabbi Isaac Serotta and Ceilanne Libber
Evely Laser Shlensky and Rabbi Ira Youdavin

William Singer and Joanne Cicchelli
Craig Stehle and Jennifer Hirsch

Laura and Benjamin Stein
Janet Surkin and Robert Stillman

Temple Sholom Chicago
Richard and Karee Wallach

Bernice Weissbourd
Joel and Fran Zemans

Temple Sholom Chicago

Advocates

8th Day Center for Justice
Margery and Robert Abrams
Robert and Dorothy Abrams
Phyllis and Leonard Adams

David and Marci Adams
Duffie Adelson

Susan Adler
Syed Ahmed

Rabbi Morris Allen
Arlene and David Mehlman

Robert Alpert
Daniel Alpert

Esther Altschul
Richard and Andrea Amend
Allen and Barbara Anderson

Anshe Emet Synagogue
Anshe Sholom B’nai Israel Congregation

Michael Arkes
Janice Arnoff

Mareon Arnold
Neil and Evelyn Aronson

Peter and Lucy Ascoli
Elise Auerbach

Carey and Brett August
Ralph and Ernestine Austen

Niels and Jane Bach
Drew Barkley

Eugene and Ree Barrack
Raymond and Marcia Bass
Karyn and Rus Bass Ehler

Eve and Bruce Becker
George Becker
Barbara Becker

John and Ina Beierle
Sara and William Belkov

Dean Bell
Ruth and LeRoy Belzer

Mary and Richard Bendix
Lisa Bendoff

Alicia and Brian Berg
Rabbi Marc and Deborah Berkson

Julian and Joan Berman
Ruth and Robert Berns

Dr. Jonathan and Susan Birnberg
Janine Biskind

Adam Bitterman
Sol and June Bleiweis

David Block
David and Linda Blumberg

Marc Blumenthal and Sharon Veis
Kim Bobo

Ellen Bogolub and Neil Friedman
Ilana Borzak

Catherine Bowers
Marla Bramble

James Brazelton
Annette Brentan

Lauren Buchanan
Dr. Suzanne and Alderman Leonard 

Cahnmann
Barbara Cathey

Caryn Jacobs and Daniel Cedarbaum
Anne and Barry Chessick

Janet Cohen
J.S. and Kathryn Cole

John and Jane Colman
Debra Cox

Alan Curley and Cindy Lyons Curley
Alison Blakley Davis and Ken Davis

Benjamin Davis
Rev. Martin and Margaret Deppe

Marci Dickman
Richard and Jean Doub

Rabbi Ellen Dreyfus
Ruth Eckhouse

Vicki and Jay Edelnant
Carol Edelson

Edidin Family Charitable Trust
Larry and Susan Edwards
Charles and Lois Edwards

Edward and Ann Elins
Irene Elkin

Sidney and Sondra Epstein
Tina and Gonzalo Escobar

Richard and Marjorie Ettlinger
Suzanne Ettlinger
Sister Gwen Farry

David and Acasia Feinberg
Joel Feinstein

Donald and Belle Finfer
Miriam and Charles Firke

Friends of JCUA
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Jessica Fisher
Irving and Beverly Fishman

Ron Fleckman
Robert and Joan Fragen

Mimi and Bud Frankel
Sue Freehling

Richard Freeman
Ruth Freer

Ronald Friedman
Lance Friedmann and Sari Gluckin
Tamar and Elliot Frolichstein-Appel

Roger and Madelon Fross
Robyn Gabel and Ivan Handler

Dean Gerber
Amy Ginsburg

Brian Gladstein and Deborah Midgley
Dr. Ron and Helen Glick

Larry and Lynn Glickman
Jim and Rachel Glickman
Charles and Mary Gofen

Sandy Goldberg and Judy Levey
Robert and Anita Goldberg

Deborah Goldberg
Richard Goldberg

Marvin and Phyllis Goldblatt
Helyn Goldenberg

Heidi Goldfein and David Newman
Goldman Sachs

Richard and Andrea Goldstein
Bruce and Myla Goldstick

Rabbi Andrew Gordon
Rabbi Maralee Gordon

Seth Goren
Rose Graham

Jesse and Galit Greenberg
Rabbi Ben Greenberg
Madelyn Greenberger

Leah Greenblum
Rabbi Lisa Greene and Jonathan Polish

Alan and Carol Greene
Matthew Greif

Rabbi Suzanne Griffel 
Frances and Robert Grossman

Ray Grossman
Leonard Grossman
Beverly Groudine

Richard and Dorothy Gutstadt
Susan Gzesh

Howard and Carolyn Haas
Dottie Hammel

Evelyn Hammerman
William and Joan Hank

Laura and Jim Hansen
Mimi Harris

Steven Harris
David and Beth Hart

Harriet Hausman
Mark Heisler

Rabbi Sidney Helbraun
Deborah Helbraun

Robert and Janet Helman
Jane Heron

Janet and Stuart Hersh
Barbara and Jim Herst

Arnold and Harriet Herst
Rabbi Lizzi Heydemann

Richard and Joyce Hirsch
Ron and Sarah Hirsen

Doris Holleb
Seymour and Rona Homer

Richard and Janet Horwood
Inner City Muslim Action Network

Rabbi Jill Jacobs
Jewish Reconstructionist Camping Corp.
Lawrence Joseph and Lauren Newman

Sibyl Josephson
Eric Joss

Carole Kagan
Nancy and Joshua Kahn

Elana Kahn-Oren
Larry and Maxine Kane

Howard Kane and Sharon Glazer
Rebecca Kaplan

Jack Kaplan and Marian Macsai
Benita Kapnick-Cohen and Robert Cohen

Harriet and Joel Katz
James and Ellyn Katz

Julie Katz
Edward and Adele Kaufman

Carrie Kaufman
Dennis and Barbara Kessler

Harold and Andi Kessler
Kate Kestnbaum

Nia Key
Dean Klassman

Adina Kleiman and Alan Kensky
Stephen Klein

Morton and Lois Klier
Pamela Klier-Weidner

Lisa Kohn
Lisa Kosowski

Jeffrey and Jamie Kost
Martin J. and Susan B. Kozak Foundation

Gordon Krauthamer

Phyllis Kravitz
Leonard and Gail Krebs

Valerie and Keith Kretchmer
Marshall Kupchan

Lester and Adrienne Lawrence
Noah Leavitt

Ken and Lucy Lehman
Maya Lentz

Dr. Richard Levey
Carole and Marty Levine

David Levinson
Saul Levmore and Julie ann Roin

Ari and Alicia Levy
Adam Levy and Lauren Schrero

Arlene and Hezi Levy
Harvey and Vicki Lewis

Lori Lippitz
Gayle and Richard Lipsig

Toby and Seymour Lipton
Henry and Elsie Loeb

Marsha Love
Erica and Joshua Lowitz

Bill Lowry
Janet and Andrew Lubetkin

Makom Shalom
James and Katherine Mann

Alexis Mansfield
Gloria and Joe Marcus

Andrew Margulies
Cantor Andrea Rae Markowicz

Ina Marks and Roger Harper
Charlene Marsh

Mark Maslov
Mary Mason

Sheila McLaughlin
Maria Medina

Sherry Medwin and Thomas Siegel
Cheryl Meltzer

Lois and Hugo Melvoin
Kenneth and Carol Mendelson

Judith Metz-Havice
Harriet and Ronald Meyer

Harris Meyer
Marni Futterman and Evan Meyers

Alan and Ann Meyers
Fred and Barbara Miller

Moishe House - The Chicago Repair House
Moishe House Chicago

Moishe House Southport
Evemarie Moore
Rosalind Morris
Kristen Mueller

Friends of JCUA
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Beth and Marvin Najberg
Rami Nashashibi

Dr. Gloria and Dr. David Needlman
Daniela Nevo

Julie Newman
Sol and Grace Newman

North Shore Congregation Israel
Northwestern Hillel

Henry Nutkevitch
Peter Office and Allyson Haut

Robert Olian
Norman and Jacqueline Patinkin

Janice and Frank Patterson
Rev. John Pawlikowski

Scott Peters and Suzanne Torrey
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Philipsborn

Leslie and Sharon Pollock
Jo Potashnick
Harvey Rabin

Josi and Eric Rein
Aaron Rice

Susan Richman and Peter Manis
Dr. Harry and Susan Richter

Robert and Elyse Rifkin
Richard and Helen Rivkin

Len Robinson
Gail Root

Marvin and Bev Rose
Van Epstein and Judy Rose Epstein

Lisa and Jeff Rosenberg
Leona Rosenberg

Esther Rosenbloom
Daniel Rosenblum and Dr. Maura Frank

Linda and Harold Rosenson
Dr. Bob Rosenstein

Warner and Judy Rosenthal
Heather Ross and Ronald Lambert

Inge Rothschild
Ann Rothschild

Greta Rothschild
Steven Rothschild and Lisa Oppenheim

Jonathan Rothstein
Seymour Rothstein

Arlene Rubin
Dr. Myron and Susan Rubnitz

Rabbi David and Rebecca Russo
Anne Ryan
Lois Sachs
Paul Sakol

Natalie Saltiel and Sid Levin
Charles and Louise Saltzman

Kenneth Samson
Thomas and Vicki Samuels
Fred Stirton and Sue Satter

Adam Sawyer
Rabbi Herman and Lotte Schaalman

Gail Schechter
Daniel and Sandra Scheinfeld

Dr. Gordon Schiff and Dr. Mardge Cohen
Bruce Schiff

Allison Schneiderman
Jeffrey Schubert

Charles and Susan Schwartz
Rachel Schwartz

Elaine Seeskin
Adam Shames

Mr. and Mrs. Neal Shapiro
Thomas Shapiro and Madeline Grynsztejn

Joan and James Shapiro
David and Jane Shapiro

Benjamin Shay
David and Suzie Shoub

Roberta and Howard Siegel
Ann Siegel

Sarah Silins
Elaine Silver

Michael and Barbara Simon
Benjamin Singer
Stephanie Sklar

Jeffrey Solotoroff
David Solow

Kathy and Ronald Sonnenthal
Marc Boxerman and Ruth Sosniak

Barry and Jackie Spector
Spertus Institute for Jewish Learning and 

Leadership

Eileen and Alan Spiegel
Burton Steck

Max Stein and Kyle Petersen
Jim and Randi Stern

Gardner Stern and Maxine Weintraub
Melissa Sterne

Vicki Stoller
John and Tina Strauss

Dr. Joel Sugar and Anita Gerber
Phyllis Tabachnick

Robert and Faigie Tanner
Temple Chai

Temple Jeremiah
Temple Judea Mizpah

John and Gail Thomason
Judy Thornber

Sharon Todd
Eli and Harley Ungar

Steve and Susan Varick
Gary and Debbie Walt

Dr. Shoshana Waskow and Michael Slater
David Waxman
Elaine Waxman

Rabbi Michael Weinberg
Samuel Weinstein

Mark and Elizabeth Weisbard
Mark and Betsy Westhoff

Laura and Bruce White
Dr. Christopher Wiley and Anne Lauten

Jon Will
Rabbi David Wise

Iris Witkowsky
Grace Wolf
Ann Wolff

Paula Worthington
Wendy Yablon

Susan Youdovin and Charlie Shulkin
Judith Zaluda

Eileen Zeidman
Amy Zisook and David Rosen

Phillip and Debra Zisook
Lois Zoller and James Mills

John Zuraw

Friends of JCUA
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8th Day Center for Justice
Anshe Emet Synagogue

Anshe Sholom B’nai Israel Congregation
Beth Emet the Free Synagogue

Beth Shalom B’Nai Zaken Ethiopian Hebrew 
Congregation

Congregation Hakafa
Congregation Solel
Exelon Corporation

General Iron Industries Charitable Foundation
Goldman Sachs

Horwood Marcus & Berk Chartered
Hughes Socol Piers Resnick & Dym

Immigration Attorneys LLP
Inner City Muslim Action Network

Jewish Reconstructionist Camping Corp.
Makom Shalom

Moishe House - The Chicago Repair House
Moishe House Chicago

Moishe House Southport
North Shore Congregation Israel

Northwestern Hillel
Spertus Institute for Jewish Learning and 

Leadership
Temple Chai

Temple Jeremiah
Temple Judea Mizpah

Temple Sholom Chicago

Anonymous 
Albert & Anne Mansfield Foundation

Edidin Family Charitable Trust
Irving Harris Foundation

Jewish Funders Network
Joseph and Bessie Feinberg Foundation

Landau Family Foundation
Martin J. and Susan B. Kozak Foundation

Polk Bros. Foundation

Rothman Family Foundation
Schnitzer  Family Foundation
Walter S. Mander Foundation

Wieboldt Foundation

Len Adams
Yasmin Ali and Tawfiq Farraj

Karyn Bass Ehler
P. Dreier

Samuel Freedman
Elaine and Jerry Friedman
David and Lizzie Graham

Lev and Tamir Gray
Raymon and Darlene Grossman

Jonah Helbraun
Bekki Kaplan
Daniel Kaplan
Rebecca Katz

Stephen and Gerry Keen
Margaret Frisch Klein

Judy Levey
Robert “Bud” Lifton

R. Marlis

Rabbi Robert Marx
Kalman Resnick

Howard Roin
Rabbi Herman and Lotte Schaalman

Nikki Stein
Rich Wallach
Julie White

Jeff and Deb Zaluda

Stanton Brody
Ruth Glassenberg

Jackie Jolcover
Arnold Kapp

Eliyahu Lazar
Louis Silverman

Corporations and Organizations

Public and Private Foundations

Gifts Made In Honor Of

Gifts Made in Memory Of
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Total Revenue: $901,712

Total Expenses: $817,120

FINANCIALS

A copy of the audit report is available from JCUA on request.

Comm. Organizing	  $143,807 	 18%

Programs	  $240,065 	 29%

Or Tzedek	  $176,885 	 22%

Fundraising	  $170,821 	 21%

Management	  $85,542 	 10%

Or TzedekFundraising

Community Organizing

Community 
Investment

Membership

Bridge Building

Management

Special Events

Programs

Corp and Foundations

Investments

Individuals

In-Kind

Special Events	  $361,896 	 40%

Corporations &  
Foundations	  $273,100 	 30%

Individuals	  $232,832 	 26%

Program Revenue	  $24,532 	 3%

Investment Income	  $4,683 	 1%

In-Kind Contributions	  $4,669 	 1%
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Marla Bramble
Director of Organizing

Deborah Goldberg
Teen Program Coordinator

Rabbi Ben Greenberg
Director of Programs

Verna Jaunes
Administrative Director

Daniel Kaplan
Community Organizer

Rebecca Katz
Director of Teen Programs

Jonathan Lehrer
Communications Consultant

Nate Seeskin
AVODAH Organizing Fellow

Pamela Klier-Weidner
Director of Development and Organizational Advancement

Hannah Wolod
Development Coordinator

JCUA STAFF

JCUA’s mission is to combat poverty, racism and anti-Semitism  
in partnership with diverse communities.

We pursue social and economic justice through issue-based
campaigns, community investment, and bridge building between

the Jewish community and communities facing poverty and racism. 
Focused on mobilizing a progressive Jewish voice to address root

causes of disparity, JCUA works as an ally and partner with
communities across Chicago to achieve a more just city.

MISSION

These staff members served JCUA during some or all of 2014.

Judy Levey
Executive Director



JOIN US
Become a JCUA Member 

 jcua.org/join

Peggy Slater
President

Rabbi Capers Funnye
Vice President

Richard Wallach
Treasurer

Ira Azulay
Secretary

Rabbi Bruce Elder
Immediate Past President

Kay Berkson
*Sonia Bloch

Zachary Braun
Edward Chez

Karyn Bass Ehler
David F. Graham
Jesse Greenberg

James Hanig
Mimi Harris
Jay Heyman

*Sidney Hollander
*Stephen Keen

Ariela Lazar
*Robert B. Lifton

*Rabbi Robert J. Marx
David Midgley

Hon. Abner Mikva
Judson H. Miner
Roberta Nechin

*Richard Rhodes
Louis Rosenblum, M.D.

Lya Dym Rosenblum
Michael Rosenthal
Gregory Rothman
Judith Rothschild

*Rabbi Herman E. Schaalman
Andrew Schapiro
*Nikki Will Stein
Jeffrey Zaluda

*Past President

Michael Alter
Sheldon Baskin

Timuel Black
Barbara Bluhm-Kaul

Rene Carson
Aaron Freeman

Gerald Friedman
Jesus “Chuy” Garcia

Theodore Gertz
Rabbi Peter Knobel

Evely Laser Shlensky
Elliott Lehman

Frances Lehman
Sister Sheila Lyne

Beatrice “Buddy” Cummings Mayer
Ronald Miller

Jon Mills
Janet Morgan

Jacob Morowitz
Rev. Calvin Morris

Rami Nashashibi
Hon. David Orr

Robert B. Rosen
Martin E. Rosenfeld

Jane Saks
Rev. Alexander Sharp

Ronna Stamm
Eli Ungar

Bernice Weissbourd

These board members served JCUA during some or all of 2014.

JCUA BOARD OF DIRECTORS

ADVISORY BOARD



www.jcua.org 
 

Donate: 
jcua.org/give 

 
 
 
 

Blog: jcua.org/news

 
 

facebook.com/JCUAchicago
 
 

 
 

jcua.org/videos 
 
 
 
 
 

Twitter: 
twitter.com/JCUA_News



Jewish Council on Urban Affairs

610 S. Michigan Ave., Suite 400

Chicago, IL 60605

312.663.0960
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